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Introduction 
ÅAbout 4 million households in Uganda survive 

on agriculture and a significant proportion 
live below the poverty line and suffer chronic 
food insecurity 
ÅLand degradation due to soil erosion and 

nutrient depletion is widespread resulting in 
declining productivity, increasing food and 
nutrition insecurity and poverty.  
ÅFertilizer usage rate is estimated at 0.23 kg 

ha-1 is partly due to the high nutrient price to 
produce farm-gate price (C:P) ratio and other 
socio-economic factors.  

 



Introduction 
ÅInorganic fertilizers and manure were applied on only 

1.0% and 6.8% of the parcels of agricultural land, 
respectively (Uganda National Household Survey).  

ÅOnly 2% of smallholders use inorganic fertilizer, with 
about 24% applying organic inputs ς mostly on 
perennial crops. UBOS (Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
2006).  

ÅOf the estimated 5.13 Mha of land owned, only 4.42 
Mha arable, and only about 58% of the total arable land 
was under crop production in 2008 



SOILS IN UGANDA 
Å Soils are very old and deeply 

weathered;  

Å About 10% of the total land area 
had soils with a productivity rating 
above medium, > 25% had soils 
rated as unproductive, hence 
leaving about 50% the land 
surface with soils rated as 
medium.  

Å A medium rating implies that the 
soils will only yield good crops 
under good management through 
the use of organic manures or 
inorganic fertilizer during the 
cropping phase, practicing crop 
rotation, controlling soil erosion 
through soil and water 
conservation and resting the land.  

 

 


